A herald bleed: a case of aortoesophageal fistula and a review of the literature.
Survival in AEF is rare because the diagnosis of this uncommon entity is not always suspected, and few patients survive despite aggressive but often late intervention. We present this case to increase awareness of AEF, which although rare, does occur and should be suspected in any patient who presents with midthoracic pain or dysphagia and herald bleeding.